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safe anchor of a rudderless ship; in any case they were not prepared
to allow their only son to die in a distant land for want of money.
So Stevenson married Fanny Osbourne in May, 1880, and their
honeymoon was his convalescing trip to the mountains. Firm-
chinned Fanny, after four years of waiting, had won her way
to respectable marriage with the man she wanted, but she paid
her price. She wrote to Colvin at this time that she was " trying
to take care of my dearest boy," and such was her daily task for
the rest of his life. For the terrible struggle with illness and
anxiety through the horror of that Californian winter left an
indelible mark on his constitution; henceforth he walked with
consumption as his shadow, and every one knew that life would
not be long for him.